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A Step Closer to Justice

New Yorkers should be proud of Gov. David Pater-
son’s efforts to assure basic civil rights for same-sex cou-
ples married outside the state. Now, the State Legisla-
ture should prove its own commitment to equality and
justice by granting gay couples the right to marry in
New York State.

" Mr. Paterson has directed state agencies to respond
to a recent court ruling by reviewing moré-than 1,300
state policies that affect married people. He wants to en-
sure that New York fully recognizes all legal marriage li-
censes, including those granted to gay couples in places
like Massachusetts, Canada, South Africa and soon, Cali-
fornia.

If that sounds like mere paper shuffling in Albany, it
i not. It means that New Yorkers who marry in San
Francisco or Montreal can return home knowing that
their rights will be protected. That is progress, especially
gince many states have specifically outlawed even the
recognition of same-sex marriages granted legally else-
where.

Despite the growing political outcry, Mr. Paterson is
on firm legal, as well as moral, ground.

_For more than a century, New York has recognized
marriage contracts from other states — even if those
couples could not legally marry in New York. New York
does not grant licenses for common law marriages, but if
such marriages are legal elsewhere, they are recognized
in New York. In February, a New York State appeals
court ruled unanimously that this “marriage recognition
rule” also had to apply to any same-sex couple with a le-

gal marriage license obtained elsewhere.

While most Democrats in Albany have pushed for
legistation to legalize gay marriage, most Republicans
have argued that it is enough to adjust state laws to
make them more equitable for same-sex couples. These
half-measures have not worked.

The MNew York City Bar Association and Empire
State Pride Agenda last year identified more than 1,300
aspects of New York State law that either deny rights to
gay couples or make their lives far more complicated.

There are cases of one partner being denied access
to a mate’s hospital room. People who have spent their
adult lives together without the benefit of a marriage li-
cense can be compelled to testify against each other.
Benefits for survivors from workers’ compensation go
only to a legally recognized spouse.

After one of the most vigorous and emeotional floor
debates in recent Albany history, the Democratic-con-
trolled Assembly has passed a bill allowing same-sex
couples to marry in New York. The Republican-con-
trolled Senate has refused, so far, to act.

Governor Paterson has worked hard to promote co-
mity in Albany — we fear at the cost of many essential
reforms. He should use his influence with the Republican
Senate leader, Joseph Bruno, to get the Assembly ver-
sion of the marriage bill passed this year.

No matter their sexual orientation, New Yorkers
should have the same fundamental right to marry. Gov-
ernor Paterson has taken an important first step, but it is
not enough. Now he needs to persuade the rest of Albany
to do what is fair.

Sticker Shock and Awe at the Pentagon

A lot more spending and far too little oversight,
. those are the bottom lines of two disturbing new reports
on the Pentagon’s flawed-to-broken budgeting process.
The Pentagon's inspector general plaintively reported

this week that his staff is overwhelmed. For good reason,
Thn Dawtnnnala haidant han Anshlad cinsa 000 arhila tha

ment” were the cryptic explanation for a $320.8 million
contract for “1,000” anonymous workers — an incredible
$320,000 per laborer. And then there was the United
States Treasury check for $5,674,075.00 paid to the Al
Kasid Specialized Vehicles Trading Company in Bagh-
dad for services the companv didn’t bother to describe.
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