
OUR FAMILY ALBUM
Edgar Garzon (deceased) and Marlene Forero
Jackson Heights, Queens

When they met in 1994, nobody could have predicted that a single woman raising a son
in Queens would have anything in common with a charismatic young gay man. But by
the time Edgar Garzon was murdered seven years later, nobody could deny that he and
Marlene Forero were family.

“Family” is a term with a double-edged sword in immigrant gay communities. To some
who sacrificed close ties to their families back home in order to live an openly gay life or
find better opportunities in the United States, it represents the distance that separates
them from their loved ones. To others who grew up in families that could not accept their
sexual orientation, it represents something that they have tried to leave behind. And to
a large number of gay immigrants who often come to this country on their own, it
represents the support networks that they have established in the United States which
function very much the same as an adopted family.

Marlene met Eddie, as his friends called him, when she went to see a performance by
Estampas Negras, a folkloric Colombian dance company in which he danced. From an
accidental conversation about their shared Colombian background, they soon developed
such a strong bond that within weeks they became inseparable. Marlene invited Eddie
and his friends over and served them ajiaco, his favorite Colombian dish. Eddie invited
Marlene to hang out at elaborate drag performance competitions, where he moonlighted
as stage designer and helped the performers look their best. His friends were jealous that
he seemed to have found almost a mother in Marlene. Marlene’s friends, a group of mostly
Colombian women, were jealous that Eddie would take her out dancing along with
his beautiful friends and some even questioned why she would hang around so many gay
men. But to Marlene and Eddie, none of it mattered. Eventually it also ceased to matter
to their closest friends. Once, at a community forum on families, Marlene spoke movingly
of her unique relationship with Edgar and how she abandoned all of her old prejudices
against gays through the welcoming and supportive world he had opened for her.

When Eddie was attacked and left for dead on the streets of Jackson Heights on August
15, 2001, Marlene was one of the first to arrive at the hospital. Eddie had been beaten
so badly that he was almost unrecognizable when he was brought out of surgery. As his
biological family made their way to New York to be by his side, Marlene provided them
with as much support as she could. Shocked by the viciousness of the attack on their 
35-year-old son and brother and not speaking a word of English, they relied on Marlene

However, because of political trepidation, fast movement on opening marriage to same-
sex couples is unlikely. Ironically, marriage may not necessarily be the model that would
fit all the various family structures in the LGBT community.69 This should not be
surprising since traditional marriage increasingly is failing to meet the needs of most
modern families.70 The question of how government may best support LGBT families,
therefore, may be linked to how government can update the way it supports all families,
which may turn out to be something very different than marriage.71
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are extremely supportive (David is their only grandchild) and help him with child rearing
tasks such as picking David up from childcare. Along with his mom and dad, Ken’s
family consists of his best friend (who is David’s godfather), his sister, and a circle of close
friends and relatives. Ken also considers himself to be very fortunate in having “amazing”
day care that is supportive of his raising a child. David is a joyful, smart, loving child. Even
in his orphanage, the nannies would go to him for cheer when they felt blue.

“I think family can be defined as your roots in this world,” Ken explains. He also thinks
that definition can be very different for different people. For Ken, the people in his
circle of friends are very important to him, as well as people he knows from the spirituality
workshops that he leads. He feels that “the capacity to nurture exists deeply in GBT men.
Many of us have a deep yearning to parent that lies latent within us. Many men who have
met me and David have expressed a desire to become fathers, and some of them actually
now have their own children. My grandmother, who died at 99 one day before I returned
with my son, gave me her blessing. She would hold her picture of David and kiss it. One
day, she told my mother some simple words of wisdom that have stayed with me in
their truth. She kissed the picture of my son, looked at my mother and said, ‘Children
bring happiness.’ As a father now, I know that this is true. My son brings us joy and fun
and laughter, and I feel deeply blessed. The choice to have a family is a basic human right.
To deny Gay/Bi/Trans men and women of this right is an act of profound violence.”

Maureen Coley and Kate Bishop
Sayville, Suffolk County

Maureen and Kate have lived together for 13 years and they have two children. Maureen
gave birth to 4-year-old Dylan and Kate gave birth to 7-year-old Olivia. Both women
adopted each other’s biological child.

There are several biological relatives in Maureen and Kate’s immediate family, including
Maureen’s three sisters, her brother and her parents. Kate’s sister and two brothers are
also part of the family, as is her father. Dottie and Anita are a lesbian couple who are Olivia’s
godparents and also part of their family. 

For Maureen, the key elements of a family are love, care and taking responsibility for each
other. She says that her family has much in common with the family next door. However,
health care coverage is a serious concern for Maureen and Kate because not all employers
provide benefits to the domestic partners of their employees. Decisions regarding who
works, when they work and where they work depend upon the availability of domestic
partner as well as family health care benefits.

to identify his close friends and to navigate the situation. After all, they were faced not
only with the attack but also the increasing media attention on Eddie’s sexual orientation
as a possible reason for the attack. 

Eddie Garzon never recovered from the beating. He passed away two days before a
vigil that was planned in his honor and ten days before the World Trade Center was
attacked. His parents are still here, recently having been granted residency on the
anniversary of their son’s death through the intervention of Queens Congressman
Joseph Crowley.

Even though she is a heterosexual woman, Marlene decided to become a member of the
board of the Colombian Lesbian and Gay Association (COLEGA) in honor of Eddie in
the aftermath of his murder. In June, she joined 30 other people dressed as angels as
COLEGA marched at the Queens Pride Parade. Leonor and Armando Garzon, Eddie’s
parents, led the group in a peaceful call for justice. Unfortunately, as of this date, his
murderers remain free.

Andrew Marra
Delmar, Albany County

Andrew is a senior in high school who grew up in Albany. As a Korean-American adopted
child, he credits his mother and father for gradually supporting and accepting him when
he “came out” in seventh grade, despite their involvement with the charismatic Christian
faith. Andrew is very active with the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network,
and is organizing a Dignity for All Students Statewide Summit, which will bring youth,
teachers and activists together this spring in Albany. 

In addition to his mother and father, Andrew views his activist peers as family. “They
understand me, they are on the same level and they are fighting for the same issues,” he
said. Andrew is also close to his school friends, who he says are very accepting of his being
openly gay.

Ken Page
Long Beach, Long Island

Ken is a single, gay man who adopted 8-month-old David almost a year ago. For Ken,
having a child was a dream come true.

The family next closest to him is his nuclear family, consisting of his mom and dad, his
best friend who is the godfather of David, and his sister. Asked to explain how he
manages to raise a child with a full-time job as a therapist, Ken said that his mom and dad
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Robert Spellman
Brooklyn

Although Robert moved to New York City 26 years ago, he retains close ties with his
family members in Texas, where he was born and raised. He also considers his friends
and professional colleagues in New York City to be his family. “Family members are those
people who have weathered hard times together, not just the good times, and have
proven themselves over time.”

Robert works as a project coordinator for Gay Men of African Descent, which is based
in Harlem and provides programs throughout New York City.

Michael DeSalvo and Nicholas Orth
Syracuse, Onondaga County

Michael and Nick have been a family for 12 years. For 10 of those years they have been
providing care in their home for isolated and needy people who are ill, many of whom
are in their final struggle with AIDS. They call the care and support they give “hospitality”
instead of hospice care, and those for whom they care are their “guests.” Both men
had been active in the Catholic Worker Movement, founded by Dorothy Day, when they
met. It is that movement which is the basis and inspiration for their work. They call their
home the Friends of Dorothy House in honor of Dorothy Day and because “Friend of
Dorothy” is also code for “gay.”

“We have always lived socially conscious lives around certain issues,” they say. “With
terminally ill people, our approach is to make every day great, live one day at a time and
try to make each day a great day for our guest. We try to make it feel like grandma’s house.
The difference between our care and most health care providers is that our guests don’t
have to pay anything. Our commitment isn’t around money, but it is around our guests’
care and helping them with their lives.” Michael and Nick’s work was recognized with
a National Caregiver Recognition Award from the Family AIDS Network.

Michael owns a beauty salon and adjusts his work schedule to meet the guests’ needs.
Income from the salon contributes to maintenance of the house. Nick is a trained chef
and skilled carpenter who has devoted himself full-time to caregiving. They are able to
support their charitable work through minimal fundraising and donations from others. 

“We’re a couple whose family changes frequently,” they say. “Our family includes our
guests and their friends and families. They become a part of our household – gay people,
straight people, families and children.” According to Michael and Nick, a family is made
up of “all different colors, ages, faiths, love and support. The commitment to be there.”

Dana Wagemaker and Ann Casey
Niskayuna, Schenectady County

Dana and Ann have been together for 14 years and always knew they wanted children.
Now they have four children – 5-year-old Emily and infant triplets Andres, Catharine
and Sarah. While they are delighted with the additions to their family, Ann and Dana face
many complexities and challenges managing their household.

With the recent loss of Dana’s job and a reduction in Ann’s work hours, the couple
has been struggling to make ends meet and provide health insurance coverage for their
children. They have run into a number of roadblocks because they are not always
considered a family by social service institutions. Ann summed up their difficult situation
by saying, “I’m frustrated with the system. We need a little bit of help to get over this
hump or to be treated equally to married couples.”

In addition to their children, Dana and Ann have biological family members who are
important to them. Dana’s family includes her mother, brother, sister-in-law, nephews,
nieces, aunts and “tons” of cousins. Ann has found that having children brought her closer
to her biological family, which consists of her mother, father, brother, sister-in-law and
nephew. Both Dana and Ann view family in the broad sense including friends and
members of the LGBT community.

Nicholas Mendoza
Yorktown, Westchester County

Nick Mendoza is 17 years old and lives with his blended family. After coming out in school
at the age of 14, Nick gradually told his family that he was gay and helped them become
more and more comfortable with his sexual orientation. Now Nick’s mother, Carol
Fessler, is the co-chair of the Westchester chapter of PFLAG – Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays – and together they are active advocates for gay rights.

Nick feels it’s very important to understand that for every gay person, there is a whole
family around them. For Nick that family includes his mother and father, his step-father,
his identical twin brother Greg, his half-brother Joey, his step-sister Jessica and step-brother
Zachary. “We are a family by biology and marriages, but also because we count on each
other for support and honest opinions.”
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Tina Donovan
Long Island City, Queens

Tina is a 61-year-old transgendered woman. She has lived almost half her life as a
woman, which has caused her to be rejected by most of her biological family. Tina has
one aunt, her mother’s sister, who is her closest family member and primary support. “She
is more than an aunt. She is a friend. She and her children accept me as Tina with no
questions asked and unconditional love.”

After losing her job as a nursing assistant in the 1970’s, Tina went to work in gay bars
in order to earn a living. Not having enough financial resources for medical care, Tina
relied on SSI to avoid becoming homeless. Today, she lives in public housing and is
actively involved with several organizations that serve the LGBT community in Queens.

Tina worries about growing older alone and not having a caregiver. But she credits her
involvement with the LGBT community for decreasing her isolation and fears.

Mary Keane
Yonkers, Westchester County

Mary is self-employed as a health care and social services consultant. A few years ago, she
decided to renovate a big old house and become a foster care mother. Now, Mary’s
family living in her house includes three foster children and one sibling, and she couldn’t
be happier that she decided to take this path.

“We are a family because we take care of each other and look out for each other. We do
things together and really try to listen when someone needs support,” she explains.
Mary thinks she has gotten the absolute best kids from the foster care system and she
knows that they are all very appreciative of their chosen family.

Mary’s family members are: 20-year-old Angela and 19-year-old Aileen, who celebrated
their two-year anniversary with Mary in August; 16-year-old Arelis, who is Aileen’s
biological sister; 21-year-old Gina, who is Angela’s biological sister and also lives with
them; and Richie, Mary’s brother.

Sandy Davis and Mary Gillen
Mexico, Onondaga County

Sandy and Mary are a lesbian couple, both in their 60s, who live in a very rural area near
Mexico, New York. They participate in outdoor recreational activities such as skiing,
snowshoeing, camping, swimming, hiking and biking with their friends in the gay
community. They are also active members of SAGE/Upstate, an organization that
serves older LGBT people in central New York.

Sandy is a former teacher and is semi-retired from a 24-year career as a cemetery
monument sales representative. Mary, a former teacher, recently retired from a position
as a financial administrative assistant. They met several years ago at a SAGE/Upstate event,
fell in love and became life partners. 

Like many older LGBT people, Sandy and Mary are caregivers for frail elderly family
members. Mary moved to central New York from Pennsylvania four years ago to help
her brother care for their mother. Sandy also helped with the home care of her mother
during the early years of her mother’s decade-long struggle with Alzheimer’s disease. She
was also the primary caregiver for her 88-year-old father until he moved into an assisted
living facility about a year ago. Sandy serves as an advocate not only for her father but
also for her Aunt Doris, who recently moved into the same assisted living facility. In this
capacity, she coordinates their medical care, provides emotional support, handles their
financial affairs, runs errands and arranges transportation to doctors’ appointments.
Sandy is happy that she is close by to take care of her folks when they need her. “Lord
knows, they gave me their support for enough years!”

Mary recalls feeling that she had to hide the fact that she was a lesbian when she visited
her elderly mother for fear that her mother’s care would be compromised if the staff
became aware that she was gay. However, she is pleased that some eldercare facilities now
participate in sensitivity training on LGBT issues. 

Sandy and Mary’s combined family includes Sandy’s sister-in-law (her only brother
died in 1992), two nephews and a niece, Mary’s two adult children (one of whom lives
in Ecuador and one in South Carolina) and her brother. “And don’t forget the two cats!”

Sandy says that the losses in her biological family give even deeper meaning to her
relationship with Mary. They both value the emotional connection and support they
receive from the commitment they have made to each other as life partners.
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Robert Spellman
Brooklyn

Although Robert moved to New York City 26 years ago, he retains close ties with his
family members in Texas, where he was born and raised. He also considers his friends
and professional colleagues in New York City to be his family. “Family members are those
people who have weathered hard times together, not just the good times, and have
proven themselves over time.”

Robert works as a project coordinator for Gay Men of African Descent, which is based
in Harlem and provides programs throughout New York City.

Michael DeSalvo and Nicholas Orth
Syracuse, Onondaga County

Michael and Nick have been a family for 12 years. For 10 of those years they have been
providing care in their home for isolated and needy people who are ill, many of whom
are in their final struggle with AIDS. They call the care and support they give “hospitality”
instead of hospice care, and those for whom they care are their “guests.” Both men
had been active in the Catholic Worker Movement, founded by Dorothy Day, when they
met. It is that movement which is the basis and inspiration for their work. They call their
home the Friends of Dorothy House in honor of Dorothy Day and because “Friend of
Dorothy” is also code for “gay.”

“We have always lived socially conscious lives around certain issues,” they say. “With
terminally ill people, our approach is to make every day great, live one day at a time and
try to make each day a great day for our guest. We try to make it feel like grandma’s house.
The difference between our care and most health care providers is that our guests don’t
have to pay anything. Our commitment isn’t around money, but it is around our guests’
care and helping them with their lives.” Michael and Nick’s work was recognized with
a National Caregiver Recognition Award from the Family AIDS Network.

Michael owns a beauty salon and adjusts his work schedule to meet the guests’ needs.
Income from the salon contributes to maintenance of the house. Nick is a trained chef
and skilled carpenter who has devoted himself full-time to caregiving. They are able to
support their charitable work through minimal fundraising and donations from others. 

“We’re a couple whose family changes frequently,” they say. “Our family includes our
guests and their friends and families. They become a part of our household – gay people,
straight people, families and children.” According to Michael and Nick, a family is made
up of “all different colors, ages, faiths, love and support. The commitment to be there.”

Dana Wagemaker and Ann Casey
Niskayuna, Schenectady County

Dana and Ann have been together for 14 years and always knew they wanted children.
Now they have four children – 5-year-old Emily and infant triplets Andres, Catharine
and Sarah. While they are delighted with the additions to their family, Ann and Dana face
many complexities and challenges managing their household.

With the recent loss of Dana’s job and a reduction in Ann’s work hours, the couple
has been struggling to make ends meet and provide health insurance coverage for their
children. They have run into a number of roadblocks because they are not always
considered a family by social service institutions. Ann summed up their difficult situation
by saying, “I’m frustrated with the system. We need a little bit of help to get over this
hump or to be treated equally to married couples.”

In addition to their children, Dana and Ann have biological family members who are
important to them. Dana’s family includes her mother, brother, sister-in-law, nephews,
nieces, aunts and “tons” of cousins. Ann has found that having children brought her closer
to her biological family, which consists of her mother, father, brother, sister-in-law and
nephew. Both Dana and Ann view family in the broad sense including friends and
members of the LGBT community.

Nicholas Mendoza
Yorktown, Westchester County

Nick Mendoza is 17 years old and lives with his blended family. After coming out in school
at the age of 14, Nick gradually told his family that he was gay and helped them become
more and more comfortable with his sexual orientation. Now Nick’s mother, Carol
Fessler, is the co-chair of the Westchester chapter of PFLAG – Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays – and together they are active advocates for gay rights.

Nick feels it’s very important to understand that for every gay person, there is a whole
family around them. For Nick that family includes his mother and father, his step-father,
his identical twin brother Greg, his half-brother Joey, his step-sister Jessica and step-brother
Zachary. “We are a family by biology and marriages, but also because we count on each
other for support and honest opinions.”
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Marvin L. Henchbarger and Laurie Dean Hogan
Niagara, Niagara County and Buffalo, Erie County

Laurie and Marvin are two lesbians who are lifetime romantic partners. They live in
different locations and both work for nonprofit agencies. Marvin finds it ironic that
the primary responsibility for caring for immediate family members often falls on LGBT
people, even when they are not accepted by all members of the family.

Marvin lives with her 78-year-old mother in the Town of Niagara. She has a brother whose
family (wife and three children) lives 10 minutes away and a sister in California. Although
they are not close, her siblings are supportive of Marvin and Laurie. Another close
family member, but not by blood, is Marvin’s 95-year-old Aunty Emma, who lived
across the street since Marvin was 6 months old. Aunty Emma lives in a nursing home
in Batavia and Marvin and Laurie visit her frequently.

Laurie describes her core family as consisting of Marvin, her children (a son, 13, and a
daughter, 11), her 92-year-old grandmother who lives in the area, and her mother,
along with Marvin’s mother and Aunty Emma. Laurie includes her father, brother and
sister in her close family, but does not depend on them in the same way as her core family.

In describing what makes them a family, Laurie says love, mutual dependence,
commitment to their life together and each being crucial to the other’s heart, love and
spirit. Marvin says love, mutual need, history, similarity of values and a “deep thankfulness
that Laurie is willing to put up with me!” Between them, Marvin and Laurie have an
assortment of pets that help to bring their families together. They also have many close
friends, but do not consider them to be part of their core family.

Grant F.
Lockport, Niagara County

“I’m lucky to be able to pick my own family.” Grant F. is 86 years old and living in a health
care facility. He was widowed nine years ago by the death of Ernie, his partner of 41 years.
Grant and Ernie were “married” in 1955 at a cottage they owned on Silver Lake. “Ernie
gave me a diamond ring and a [wedding] ring and we said what we knew of the marriage
vows.” They established roles that were not unusual for that time – Grant was the
“wife” and did the cleaning and cooking; Ernie was the “husband” and did the outside chores.

Grant says that his family consists of Richard, a cousin whom he calls his brother; Anne,
a resident of the facility he lives in; Jim, Ann’s son; David, a chaplain in Oregon who buried
his partner; and Tom, Ernie’s nephew.

Andres Espinosa and Darryl Austin
Pleasantville, Westchester County

Andres and Darryl have been in a committed relationship for almost seven years. Because
both of them provide housing and other support for their elderly mothers, they live
separately about 10 blocks apart. Andres is an economist and Darryl works as an
occupational therapist specializing in gerontology.

Andres and Darryl consider themselves and their mothers to be their immediate family.
As a couple, they feel that their love, commitment and joint decision-making are
important parts of their relationship. But their daily routines always take into account
their mothers’ needs and they regularly spend time together. For example, one New Year’s
Eve when they were snowed in, Andres and Darryl cooked a big elaborate meal for
their mothers. “When we’re in the kitchen together, our mothers know to stay out of
the way!”

Both Andres and Darryl have siblings who are part of their larger family. And they have
two straight, women friends whose families consider them family. When it comes to
holidays like Christmas and Thanksgiving, Andres and Darryl have worked out schedules
that they follow every year to make sure they meet all their family obligations.

Glen Francis
Brooklyn

Glen grew up in Trinidad and Tobago with a very close-knit, extended family. Looking
back, he sees that his family knew he was a gay man before he knew himself and he is
grateful that his mother advised him not to get married but to go abroad, further his
education and see the world. He came to New York to pursue an advanced degree in
business.

Most of Glen’s biological family members are still in Trinidad and he maintains a close
relationship with his four brothers and three sisters. When Glen moved to New York, he
lived with his best friend’s family, which became his surrogate family. “Like a true family,
they provided me with everything I needed – a home, hot meals and friendship.” Glen’s
best friend also came to New York and they still maintain a very close friendship. Glen
considers his friend’s family, children and other siblings part of his family too.

Glen works as a program coordinator for GRIOT Circle, a program that provides social
service and support programs for older LGBT people of color.
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Marvin L. Henchbarger and Laurie Dean Hogan
Niagara, Niagara County and Buffalo, Erie County

Laurie and Marvin are two lesbians who are lifetime romantic partners. They live in
different locations and both work for nonprofit agencies. Marvin finds it ironic that
the primary responsibility for caring for immediate family members often falls on LGBT
people, even when they are not accepted by all members of the family.

Marvin lives with her 78-year-old mother in the Town of Niagara. She has a brother whose
family (wife and three children) lives 10 minutes away and a sister in California. Although
they are not close, her siblings are supportive of Marvin and Laurie. Another close
family member, but not by blood, is Marvin’s 95-year-old Aunty Emma, who lived
across the street since Marvin was 6 months old. Aunty Emma lives in a nursing home
in Batavia and Marvin and Laurie visit her frequently.

Laurie describes her core family as consisting of Marvin, her children (a son, 13, and a
daughter, 11), her 92-year-old grandmother who lives in the area, and her mother,
along with Marvin’s mother and Aunty Emma. Laurie includes her father, brother and
sister in her close family, but does not depend on them in the same way as her core family.

In describing what makes them a family, Laurie says love, mutual dependence,
commitment to their life together and each being crucial to the other’s heart, love and
spirit. Marvin says love, mutual need, history, similarity of values and a “deep thankfulness
that Laurie is willing to put up with me!” Between them, Marvin and Laurie have an
assortment of pets that help to bring their families together. They also have many close
friends, but do not consider them to be part of their core family.

Grant F.
Lockport, Niagara County

“I’m lucky to be able to pick my own family.” Grant F. is 86 years old and living in a health
care facility. He was widowed nine years ago by the death of Ernie, his partner of 41 years.
Grant and Ernie were “married” in 1955 at a cottage they owned on Silver Lake. “Ernie
gave me a diamond ring and a [wedding] ring and we said what we knew of the marriage
vows.” They established roles that were not unusual for that time – Grant was the
“wife” and did the cleaning and cooking; Ernie was the “husband” and did the outside chores.

Grant says that his family consists of Richard, a cousin whom he calls his brother; Anne,
a resident of the facility he lives in; Jim, Ann’s son; David, a chaplain in Oregon who buried
his partner; and Tom, Ernie’s nephew.

Andres Espinosa and Darryl Austin
Pleasantville, Westchester County

Andres and Darryl have been in a committed relationship for almost seven years. Because
both of them provide housing and other support for their elderly mothers, they live
separately about 10 blocks apart. Andres is an economist and Darryl works as an
occupational therapist specializing in gerontology.

Andres and Darryl consider themselves and their mothers to be their immediate family.
As a couple, they feel that their love, commitment and joint decision-making are
important parts of their relationship. But their daily routines always take into account
their mothers’ needs and they regularly spend time together. For example, one New Year’s
Eve when they were snowed in, Andres and Darryl cooked a big elaborate meal for
their mothers. “When we’re in the kitchen together, our mothers know to stay out of
the way!”

Both Andres and Darryl have siblings who are part of their larger family. And they have
two straight, women friends whose families consider them family. When it comes to
holidays like Christmas and Thanksgiving, Andres and Darryl have worked out schedules
that they follow every year to make sure they meet all their family obligations.

Glen Francis
Brooklyn

Glen grew up in Trinidad and Tobago with a very close-knit, extended family. Looking
back, he sees that his family knew he was a gay man before he knew himself and he is
grateful that his mother advised him not to get married but to go abroad, further his
education and see the world. He came to New York to pursue an advanced degree in
business.

Most of Glen’s biological family members are still in Trinidad and he maintains a close
relationship with his four brothers and three sisters. When Glen moved to New York, he
lived with his best friend’s family, which became his surrogate family. “Like a true family,
they provided me with everything I needed – a home, hot meals and friendship.” Glen’s
best friend also came to New York and they still maintain a very close friendship. Glen
considers his friend’s family, children and other siblings part of his family too.

Glen works as a program coordinator for GRIOT Circle, a program that provides social
service and support programs for older LGBT people of color.
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Ingrid Rivera
Brooklyn

Ingrid’s permanent home is in Brooklyn, but she now lives with her partner in 
the Bronx. 

Her immediate family consists of her mother and father, brother and sister, three nieces
and nephews adopted by her parents, her biological daughter and her partner’s biological
son who she is in the process of adopting. Ingrid also considers her friends to be part of
her family. 

Ingrid believes that emotional support is the key to being a family. This support has
enabled her to manage her various roles as formerly homeless single mother, lesbian and
Latina, as well as lecturer, activist, performance artist and consultant. As a political
activist, Ingrid prioritizes the struggle for economic and racial justice over pursuing
legal recognition of LGBT relationships. Yet, in a culture – as Ingrid describes it – in which
family is so important, she struggled for several years with the question of having another child.

Consistent with her beliefs, Ingrid has conducted parenting workshops on raising
children based upon a non-heterosexist model. She has also founded and facilitated
workshops on polyamorous relationships for lesbian, bisexual, two-spirit, transgender
and queer women of color.

James Costich and Timothy Schramm
Rochester, Monroe County

Jim and Tim are the primary couple in their blended extended family, which they say bears
little resemblance to a nuclear family. Jim is gay and intersexed and works as a legal
assistant. Tim is a gay male musician who works in several jobs as an accompanist and
music director. He is the accompanist for the well-known Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus.
Both Jim and Tim are active in local music, religious and LGBT organizations.

The members of Jim and Tim’s family include Jim’s mother (who is fighting colon
cancer) and Jim’s brother Dan, both of whom live with them. Dan’s 12-year-old son is
a frequent visitor, as is Tim’s 15-year-old biological daughter Tori. Tori is severely
handicapped and non-ambulatory. Jim also has an adopted son, Tony, who is multiracial,
wheelchair-bound, transgendered and gay. Tori and Tony consider themselves brother
and sister.

A few years before Ernie’s death, they found a younger man to move in and help take
care of Ernie. As his health declined, Ernie required numerous medications, including
morphine, which made him confused. Ernie thought that the aide was his deceased
son from his previous marriage. As a result, he changed his will to leave the bulk of his
estate to the aide. And, after 41 years, the law provided no relief for Grant when Ernie died.

Asked if he could start his life over and live as a straight man, Grant replied, “Those 41
years were heaven. I wouldn’t change anything.”

Ally W. Howell
Pittsford, Monroe County

Ally is an attorney-editor who is transgendered. She and her spouse Donna have been
married for 13 years and remain in love and committed to each other totally. Donna used
to work as a reporter for weekly newspapers and now she teaches. They have a son
Jeremiah who is 7 years old, two cats, two dogs and several fish in their family. Ally also
has two grown sons by a previous marriage who do not talk to her anymore. 

Patricia A. Malkin
New York City

Pat is a 77-year-old lesbian who retired from her job as a structural draftsperson and now
volunteers with the American Museum of Natural History and the Central Park Zoo.
Her family is a mix of birth relatives in Great Britain and close friends in the United States.
The members of Pat’s family include her sister’s children (one nephew and two nieces
– all living in England), her friend Ellen and Ellen’s daughter Alexandra, and friends Ernie,
Audrey, Maryjean and John. Audrey lives in California and Maryjean is in a senior
community in Delaware.

“We are a family because we have shared affection for each other and maintained that
caring over a long period of time. I have made visits to the hospital and provided some
help, but because of limitations of age and/or geographical distance, mutual hands-on
help would be quite difficult. In fact, just answering these questions has made me more
aware of the problems that could arise if I had an emergency or were in the hospital. It
can be quite frightening.”

Pat and her family recently celebrated the 50th anniversary of her being in the U.S.
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